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Logline: 
If a crime is committed in order to prevent a greater crime, is it forgivable? Is it, in fact, 
necessary? THE RELUCTANT RADICAL follows activist Ken Ward as he confronts his 
fears and puts himself in the direct path of the fossil fuel industry to combat climate 
change. 
 
Short Synopsis: 
If a crime is committed in order to prevent a greater crime, is it forgivable? Is it, in fact, 
necessary? THE RELUCTANT RADICAL follows activist Ken Ward as he confronts his 
fears and puts himself in the direct path of the fossil fuel industry to combat climate 
change. The film reveals both the personal costs and also the fulfillment that comes 
from following one’s moral calling- even if that means breaking the law. The film 
follows Ken through a series of direct actions, culminating with an action that shuts 
down all the U.S. tar sands oil pipelines and threatens to put him behind bars for 20 
years. Ken Ward has no regrets, and his certainty leaves the audience to consider if he 
is out of touch with reality, or if it is the rest of society that is delusional for not acting 
when faced with the unsettling evidence that we are collectively destroying our world.  
 
Longer Synopsis: 
THE RELUCTANT RADICAL features activist Ken Ward as he confronts his fears and 
puts himself in the direct path of the fossil fuel industry to combat climate change. Ken 
breaks the law as a last resort and with great trepidation, to fulfill what he sees as his 
personal obligation to future generations. After twenty years leading environmental 
organizations, Ken becomes increasingly alarmed by both the scientific evidence of 
climate change and the repercussions for civilization as we know it. Ken pushes for a 
crisis level response and when his efforts fail, he embraces direct action civil 
disobedience as the most effective political tool to deal with catastrophic 
circumstances. THE RELUCTANT RADICAL follows Ken for a year and a half through 
a series of direct actions, culminating with his participation in the coordinated action to 
shut down all the U.S. tar sands oil pipelines on October 11, 2016. The film reveals 
both the personal costs and also the fulfillment that comes from following one’s moral 
calling- even if that means breaking the law. Ken Ward has no regrets, and his certainty 
leaves the audience to consider if he is out of touch with reality, or if it is the rest of 
society that is delusional for not acting when faced with the unsettling prospect that we 
are collectively destroying our world. 
  
 
 



 
 
Quotes: 
ƕThere are many fronts in the vast climate fight; this film highlights the personal 
struggles and victories of one daring path.Ɩ   
-Bill McKibben, Climate Advocate and Founder of 350.org 
  
 
ƕHe was told he was crazy, but crazy is sitting idly by as disaster for young 
people is knowingly locked in.Ɩ   
-Dr. James Hansen, Climate Scientist 
 
 
ƕThe film will disturb you, and that isnƔt all bad. Sometimes we need to be shaken 
from our complacency to ponder anew what should be our response to the 
greatest crisis that human civilization has ever facedƏ.Viewing 'The Reluctant 
Radical' in our faith communities may just create that opportunity. As Ward 
observes, 'Direct action creates opportunities of moral clarity.'Ɩ 
 –Terrance Gallagher, United Church of Christ 
 
 
"Grayzel wants us to ponder whether this one-man mission to save the world 
makes Ward a radical. ƓYesƔ is too easy an answer, and the wrong one if you ask 
Ward. He has to stop climate change at any cost. His every action is one of 
common sense. Maybe weƔre the crazy ones." 
 - The Missoulian Independent 
 
 
ƕIf you're deep into the climate movement, you know these are desperate times. 
A window of opportunity is rapidly closing, and regressive forces have assumed 
the mantels of power.  That's why, right now, Lindsey Grayzel's "The Reluctant 
Radical" is so powerful... Ken and his cohort are doing what visionaries of our 
past have done, using civil disobedience and doggedly articulating a vision of an 
America capable of doing what's necessary. Our showing in Missoula sparked 
deep conversation among our leadership team and brought many new members 
to 350 Montana."  
-Jeff Smith, Co-Chair, 350 Montana 
 
 



 
Download or embed the Trailer at: 
https://vimeo.com/248062039 
 
To Download Photos and Poster art, please visit: 
https://www.thereluctantradicalmovie.com/electronic-press-kit 
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